WITHIN   A   THOUSAND   FEET   OF   THE   TOP
is an exhilaration about a view of tremendous extent such
as was ours that day.
In a country which has the clearest atmosphere in the
world, we were lucky in being up on Everest on an excep-
tionally clear day. We simply saw everything there was
to see ; the experience of a lifetime, but quite indescribable.
At so great a height, one's psychical faculties are dulled,
and, just as this amazing extent of landscape failed to
give us its full impressiveness, so, when we turned from it
to descend, we had but little feeling of disappointment
that we could not go on. We realized that it would be
madness to continue, and we were somehow quite content
to leave it at that, and to turn down with almost a feeling
of relief that our worst trials were over.
We called at our camp, and took away a tent-pole as a
substitute for my axe. Below this, the going was easier,
so we unroped. Alas, that we did so ! Somewhere about
25,000 feet high, when darkness was gathering, I had
one of my fits of coughing and dislodged something in
my throat which stuck so that I could breathe neither in
nor out. I could not, of course, make a sign to Norton,
or stop him, for the rope was off now ; so I sat in the snow
to die whilst he walked on, little knowing that his com-
panion was awaiting the end only a few yards behind Mm.
I made one or two attempts to breathe, but nothing hap-
pened. Finally, I pressed my chest with both hands, gave
one last almighty push—and the obstruction came up.1
What a relief 1 Coughing up a little blood, I once more
breathed really freely—more freely than I had done for
some days. Though the pain was intense, yet I was a new
man, and was soon going down at a better pace than ever
to rejoin Norton. He had thought I was hanging back
to make a sketch before the light went completely, and
fortunately had not been worried. Shuffling along in the
1 Note for medical readers : This obstruction was a slough of
the mucous membrane lining the larynx, due to frostbite owing to
the rapid inhalation of very cold air for so many hours a day.

